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About the Department of Japanese and Asian Studies 

In April 2015, the Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences at Saitama University 

(SU) launched a new graduate-level Department of Japanese and Asian Studies (Department). 

Contemporary society is clearly witnessing a transformation toward a knowledge-based society 

wherein new knowledge, information, and technology provide a vital foundation for human action 

in various political, economic, and social arenas. At the same time, advancing globalization is 

stimulating a remarkable upsurge in the international mobility of people, goods, and capital, 

thereby further promoting the interdependence of nations. Asia is one of the most culturally and 

economically dynamic regions of this increasingly interdependent global society, a fact that 

underscores the importance of research and education that deepens our understanding of this part 

of the world. In accordance with these trends, the Graduate School of Humanities and Social 

Sciences aims to cultivate graduates who are well suited to serve as intellectual leaders in this 

knowledge-based global society; moreover, it is making the study of Asia a central component of 

this initiative. 

 

Master’s Programs Overview 

In response to the requirements of this knowledge-based globalizing society, the university 

provides new learning opportunities for a broad mix of Japanese students, international students, 

and working adults. One such innovation addresses the needs of graduate students who wish to 

study the economy and culture of Japan and Asia in English by offering two programs wherein 

one can earn a master’s degree entirely in English: the Master of Economics (MEcon) Program 

in Japanese and Asian Economy and Management and the Master of Arts (MA) Program in 

Japanese and Asian Culture. All classwork and thesis supervision in these two programs are 

usually conducted in English. Students wishing to begin or continue Japanese language studies 

after their entrance into the university are encouraged to do so (we offer both beginning and 

advanced Japanese language instruction), but language study is not compulsory. 

The two programs offer students the options to pursue a degree with a disciplinary focus either 

in economics and business or in the liberal arts. This provides them with a broad, in-depth study 

of Japanese and Asian economies, management, history, and culture from a global or multicultural 

perspective. Students will enroll in either the MEcon or the MA program, but they can choose 

classes from either program in order to obtain an interdisciplinary perspective covering both the 

social sciences and humanities. Graduates of either the liberal arts, economics, or business options 

will be well prepared to fill professional positions in international organizations or in industries, 

governments, non-profit organizations, or management sectors in either Japan or their home 
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country.  

Note that this application guideline is for the MEcon program. The MEcon program, 

comprising classes on the Japanese and Asian economy, society, and management, rests on the 

accumulated store of years of fieldwork by numerous faculty who excelled in systems design and 

policy recommendation, and were committed to creating new socioeconomic models for a 

sustainable Asia. Students enrolled in this program will master theories and methods useful for 

solving economic problems and graduate with the ability to greatly contribute to the further 

development of their home societies and of Asia in general.  

The MA program in Japanese and Asian Culture offers students an interdisciplinary selection 

of classes and thesis supervision covering Japanese and Asian history, literature, material culture, 

media, contemporary art, traditional performing arts, and other cultural studies topics. Under the 

direction of leading scholars, the program provides successful applicants with an ideal forum 

through which to hone their analytical skills and enhance their ability to comprehend the multiple 

cultural and historical perspectives characterizing today’s global society, and thus will leave 

graduates well prepared to pursue their professional goals in Japan or abroad. 

We welcome motivated students from all over the world and look forward to your application. 

 

Degree Conferred 

Master of Economics (MEcon) 

 

Number of Students Admitted Each Year 

The Department of Japanese and Asian Studies plans to admit approximately 34 students to the 

MEcon Program (Japanese and Asian Economy and Management), the MA Program (Japanese 

and Asian Culture), and other programs conducted in Japanese. The department will decide on 

the number of students admitted to each program based on the results of the evaluations of the 

applicants to each program.  
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Language Requirement 

All the lectures and seminars listed below will be conducted in English, and students are 

therefore required to have a good command of English. 

 

Curriculum 

MEcon: Japanese and Asian Economy and Management 

Courses on the Japanese and 

Asian Economy and Society 

Money, Banking, and Financial Markets 

Japanese Economy 

Public Finance and Socioeconomic Development in Japan 

Asian Economy 

Economic Policies in Japan and Asia 

International Trade in Japan and Asia 

International Economic Theory 

Economic Development in Asia 

Public Policies in Japan and Asia 

Advanced Theory of Public Policies 

Advanced Econometrics 

Microeconomics with Experiments 

Empirical Development Economics 

Courses on Japanese and 

Asian Management 

Global Business Strategy 

Global Business in Japan and Asia 

Comparative Studies of Management 

Japanese Enterprises in Japan 

Human Resource Management in Japan and Asia 

Japanese-style Management 

Supply Chain Management 

Global Environment and Asia 

Urban Planning in Japan 

International Marketing 

Advanced Research in Japanese Society 

Current Issues in ASEAN 
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Thesis Supervision  

Seminar I 

Seminar II 

Seminar III 

Seminar IV 

Seminar V 

Seminar VI 

 

MA: Japanese and Asian Culture 

Students under the MEcon program are also eligible to participate in the following MA 

courses. 

Courses on Japanese Culture 

Japanese Material Culture 

Museum Studies 

Japan and the Asia Pacific War  

The Traditional Performing Arts in Japan 

Urban Geography of Japan 

Regional Geography of Japan 

Seminar in Japanese Literature and Theatre I-IV 

Topics in Japanese Studies I&II 

Seminar in Modern Japanese History 

Seminar in the History of US-Japan Relations I&II 

Edo Culture and the “Bad Places” 

Justice and Vendetta Culture in Pre-modern Japan  

Colloquium in Social Geography I 

Studies in Premodern Japanese History I・II 

The Japanese Welfare State 

Seminar in Contemporary Japanese Social Theory I・II 

Principles of Japanese to English Translation 

Cultural Studies of Modern Japanese-European Relations  

Gender and Sexuality in Japan 

Courses on Asian Culture 

Governance and Development 

Governance and Development in Asia and Africa 

Contemporary Art and Media in Australia and Asian I-

III 
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Note: The Department of Japanese and Asian Studies also offers courses on the Japanese 

economy, management, and culture in Japanese. Students in the English master’s degree 

programs who have sufficient skills in Japanese may also take these courses for credit. 
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Quick Guide 

－Submission of your application materials－ 

(See pages 9 through 12 for details on application materials 1 through 9).  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A B 

Check and choose your profile (see pages 7-9) 

Profile I (i)- (iii), II (v) -(viii) Profile I (iv), II (ix), III (x) 

<Dec. 1, 2025 – Dec. 19, 2025 > 

Eligibility Assessment  

Application materials 1-6 must be 

received by Dec. 19, 2025. < Dec. 1, 2025 – Feb. 2, 2026 > 

Pay application fee. 

All application materials 1-9  

must be received by Feb. 2, 2026. 

 

Pay application fee. 

Application materials 7-9 must be 

received by Feb. 2, 2026. 

Interview examination in March 2026. 

Your eligibility is confirmed within one month 

from the date of receipt of the Department. 

Your application is accepted. 

Announcement of Results will be completed in May 2026. 
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Types of Qualification Required  

I. Applicants who have received higher education at Japanese educational institutions and who 

meet one of the following criteria: 

 

(i)  Applicants who have graduated, or are scheduled to graduate by September 30, 2026, 

from a Japanese university. (⇒ See Quick Guide A) 

 

(ii) Applicants who are scheduled to graduate from programs at Japanese junior colleges 

and colleges of technology by September 30, 2026. They need to fulfill the requirements 

of Japan’s National Institution for Academic Degrees and Quality Enhancement of 

Higher Education as well as apply to the National Institution for Academic Degrees and 

Quality Enhancement of Higher Education for degree conferment by April 2026. (⇒ See 

Quick Guide A) 

 

(iii) Applicants who have obtained, or are scheduled to obtain by September 30, 2026, a 

bachelor’s degree from a Japanese vocational school. (⇒ See Quick Guide A) 

 

(iv) Applicants who will have at least three years of residence in a Japanese university by 

September 30, 2026, and who have demonstrated academic excellence. (⇒ See Quick 

Guide B) 

 

II. Applicants who have received higher education at educational institutions in a country or 

countries other than Japan and who meet one of the following criteria: 

 

(v) Applicants who have completed, or are scheduled to complete by September 30, 2026, 

a 16-year program of formal education from elementary school through university in a 

country or countries other than Japan. (⇒ See Quick Guide A) 

 

(vi) Applicants who have received education through correspondence courses provided by 

a country or countries other than Japan while residing in Japan and who are otherwise 

identical to applicants in category (v). (⇒ See Quick Guide A) 

 

(vii) Applicants who were enrolled in foreign educational institutes located in Japan, such 

as Temple University, Japan Campus; Lakeland University, Japan; and others designated 

by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) and who 
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are otherwise identical to applicants in category (vi). (⇒ See Quick Guide A) 

 

(viii) Applicants who have received, or are scheduled to receive by September 30, 2026, a 

degree equivalent to a bachelor’s degree through graduation from a program requiring 

three or more years to complete at an overseas university or other overseas institute. (⇒ 

See Quick Guide A) 

 

(ix) Applicants who have completed, or are scheduled to complete by September 30, 2026, 

15 years of education in a foreign country. (⇒ See Quick Guide B) 

 

III. Other Applicants: 

 

(x) Applicants who do not meet any one of the criteria from (i) to (viii) as presented above, 

but who have been recognized by the graduate school of SU in their individual application 

eligibility assessment as having an ability equivalent or superior to a university graduate, 

and who are at least 22 years old or will be 22 years old by September 30, 2026. (⇒ See 

Quick Guide B) 

 

［Special Remarks on Application Eligibility］ 

1)  The department individually assesses the eligibility of applicants who consider applying via 

criteria I (iv), II (ix), and III (x) PRIOR to the submission of an application and the payment 

of any fees. 

 

2) APPLICANT PROFILE I (ii) 

 Applicants who are scheduled to obtain a bachelor’s degree on September 30, 2026. This 

profile covers those applicants who are scheduled to graduate from programs in Japanese 

junior colleges and colleges of technology that are recognized as fulfilling requirements by 

Japan's National Institution for Academic Degrees and Quality Enhancement of Higher 

Education, according to Article 6, Paragraph 1 of the Rules for Degrees and who would have 

applied for degree conferment to the National Institution for Academic Degrees and Quality 

Enhancement of Higher Education by April 2026. 

 

3) APPLICANT PROFILE II (viii) 

 The overseas universities or other overseas institutes indicated here are limited to those 

whose education and research activities have been evaluated by persons who have been 

accredited by the country’s government or a related institution, or have been separately 
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designated by MEXT as being an equivalent to such. 

 Applicants who are unsure whether they fit PROFILE II (viii) are recommended to apply 

under PROFILE II (ix).  

 

4) APPLICANT PROFILE III (x) 

Profile III (x) refers to applicants who are not university graduates, but who have graduated 

from junior colleges, colleges of technology, vocational schools, and miscellaneous 

educational institutions. 

Application Period 

   1) Dec. 1, 2025 – Dec. 19, 2025: Application Eligibility Assessment Period 

 (If your eligibility profile is I (iv), II (ix), or III (x), application materials 1-6 except 7-9 

MUST reach us by December 19, 2025) 

2) Dec. 1, 2025 – Feb. 2, 2026: Application Period 

 (All application materials MUST reach us by February 2, 2026) 

All the dates are in Japan Standard Time. 

Application Materials 

1. Application Forms 

Regarding the application forms, please enter the following: name; date of birth; nationality; 

address; phone number; email address; academic background; employment history; research 

activity history; an English proficiency test score for the Test of English as a Foreign Language 

(TOEFL) and International English Language Testing System (IELTS) or an equivalent test; grade 

point average (GPA) (if available); two academic references;1 intended field of study; statement 

of financial support; any request for special needs; and a research plan.2 Then submit the 

completed application forms and other documents by email to mecon@gr.saitama-u.ac.jp, the 

attached file should be Excel form (not PDF). 

 

1. Provide the names, affiliations, addresses, work phone numbers, and official email addresses of two 
persons you have asked to fill in the Recommendation Forms. 

2. The research plan must include the title of your research, what you have studied so far, what you wish 
to study in the program. Students applying to the MEcon program must include a specific topic and a 
tangible research plan for completion of the master’s thesis. Therefore, your research plan should be 
narrowly scoped, convincing us that this can be completed within two years. 
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2. Writing sample 

Please submit a sample of your written work, which can be a copy of your undergraduate thesis, 

a major term paper, or other formal paper. Print your name in English on the upper left-hand 

corner of the first page. Please send the file in a digital format such as PDF by email. 

 

3. Academic transcripts for undergraduate education 

Academic transcripts must include the school’s official seals or signatures. Please submit the 

transcripts for all the schools that you attended if they were transferred between schools. 

Moreover, be sure to submit standards for grade assessment. If a course title, a grade, or any other 

information in the certificates contains codes or abbreviations, an explanation should be provided. 

 

4. Certificate of graduation (or prospective graduation) from an institute of higher 

education 

The certificate of graduation (or prospective graduation) must include the school’s official seal 

or signature. Submission of the photocopy of the certificate is not acceptable. Applicants who 

obtained a bachelor’s degree from a school in a country other than Japan should also submit a 

certificate of degree conferment unless the degree conferment can be confirmed on academic 

transcripts. 

Applicants who meet profile I (ii) should instead submit a certificate of degree conferment or 

a certificate of receipt of degree conferment application. 

 

5. Documents showing other strengths related to academic works (e.g., command of 

the Japanese language)  

If available, please submit these documents. 

 

6. Document validating your nationality and residence status 

This document may be, for example, a copy of your passport or a certificate issued by an 

embassy office in Japan. It should be prepared in English; accordingly, attach a translation if it is 

issued in any other language. If you reside in Japan, you must also submit a certified copy of your 

residence record. 

 

7. English proficiency test scores or university certificate 

All applicants whose native language is NOT English or who have not completed their 

bachelor’s or master's degree in English as the medium of instruction must submit test scores from 

TOEFL, IELTS, or an equivalent proficiency test. Applicants with TOEFL or IELTS scores must 

have their official scores directly sent from the testing institution. Specifically, the Educational 
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Testing Service (ETS) institutional code for SU is 7673. Note that in all cases, only the results of 

tests taken after December 1, 2023, will be considered valid for your application. (See “TOEFL/ 

IELTS” on page 16). 

Applicants with scores from an equivalent proficiency test must submit them together with 

their other application materials. 

 

［Special Remarks on English Language Requirement Waivers］ 

1) The English language requirement will be waived if the applicant is a native English speaker 

or completed their bachelor’s or master’s degree in English as the medium of instruction in 

the United States, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, or English-language 

universities in Canada, South Africa, India, the Philippines, Hong Kong, and Singapore. 

 

2) Applicants who completed their bachelor’s or master's degree in English as the medium of 

instruction in countries other than those listed in 1) above need not submit TOEFL or IELTS 

scores, but must instead provide an official letter from the university certifying that English 

was the language of instruction. 

 

8. Two Applicant Recommendation Forms 

You will need to submit Applicant Recommendation Forms from two persons qualified to judge 

your academic abilities. You must provide at least one reference from someone who can comment 

on your readiness for graduate studies—preferably a professor who taught you. These references 

should describe your academic work in detail. If you have completed significant independent 

research, such as a thesis, the admissions committee will normally expect one of these 

recommendations to be from your thesis supervisor. References must be submitted via the 

recommendation form. Subsequently, each recommendation form must be sealed in an 

envelope with the writer’s seal or signature over the flap. A letter of reference that does not 

match this format is not acceptable. 

 

9. Application Fee Remittance Certificate 

Please pay the application fee of 30,000 yen following the directions below. 

 (See how to pay application fee on pages 17) 

When you have completed the payment procedures, print out the Proof of Payment form, and 

paste it onto the attachment sheet for the application fee certificate for submission with the 

application documents.  

In the case of applicants fitting profile B, this fee is payable only after the eligibility is 

confirmed by the department.  
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Note that the application fee received by the University is NON-refundable. 

 

［ Important Points on Completing Application Materials and Submitting Your 

Applications］ 

1) The application procedure slightly varies depending on the individual's eligibility profile. 

 

2) Required application materials should include the following forms: 

  Application Form 1 

  Application Form 2 

  Application Form 3 

  Applicant Recommendation Form (2) 

  Attachment Sheet for Application Fee Remittance Certificate 

Please be sure to download, complete, and submit all of these forms, in addition to the other 

required application materials (described on pp. 9-12). Please review and check the list of 

required documents on page XX before submitting them. 

 

3) Do not use nicknames or abbreviations when writing names on the application documents. 

You must write your name in Roman letters, as it appears in your passport. 

 

4) It is recommended that documents should be sent by registered express mail or an equivalent 

air courier (e.g., Federal Express, DHL, UPS). 

 

5) No changes to any of the documents are allowed after submission. 

 

6) For non-English-language documents, the document-issuing school or authority must provide 

a corresponding English or Japanese translation of the original language. If the school or 

authority does not provide such a service, the documents must be translated and verified by 

an outside translation organization and certified to be the same as those issued by the school 

or authority. Please be sure to submit both the original documents and the certified translations. 

 

7) Application documents submitted cannot be returned.  

 

8) If, after admission, it is discovered that any of the documents have been falsified, any 

necessary details or documents have been omitted, or fraudulent activities has been carried 

out, admission will be canceled, even in the event that the candidate has already 

matriculated to the university.  
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Key Addresses and URL  

1)  Please send the Application Form1-3 and Writing sample by email to mecon@gr.saitama-

u.ac.jp. All other application documents should be sent by postal mail to the address below. 

 

Department of Japanese and Asian Studies 

Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Saitama University 

255 Shimo-Okubo, Sakura-ku,  

Saitama City 338-8570 

JAPAN 

 

Email of Office of the MEcon program: mecon@gr.saitama-u.ac.jp 

 

2) Website: https://hss.saitama-u.ac.jp/english/index.html 

（MEcon: https://www.saitama-u.ac.jp/eco/grad/ ) 

Privacy Policy 

SU is committed to protecting the individual privacy of applicants and students by restricting 

the use of all collected information as specified by the Policies on the Protection of Personal 

Information Held by Saitama University based on the Act on the Protection of Personal 

Information. In accordance with these policies, the information on this application may be used 

by SU officials only for appropriate administrative purposes. 

Saitama University Security Export Control Regulations 

SU has established the “Saitama University Security Export Control Regulations” in 

accordance with Japan’s “Foreign Exchange and Foreign Trade Act,” and rigorously screens 

potential international students based on these regulations. Please be aware that international 

applicants who fall under any of the conditions set out in said regulations may not receive 

permission to enroll at the university or may have their research activities restricted. Details can 

be obtained from the following website: Saitama University Security Export Control Regulations: 

https://www.saitama-u.ac.jp/houki/houki-n/reg-n/2-3-16.pdf (Japanese only). 

See also https://www.meti.go.jp/policy/anpo/englishpage.html. 
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Applicants Who Need Assistance  

For applicants with physical disabilities, or who need assistance, please consult with the 

Department of Japanese and Asian Studies, Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

in advance.  

Evaluation of Applicants 

The evaluation of applicants involves a two-stage process: an initial review of the 

documentation and an interview. The interview will be conducted only with applicants who have 

passed the initial documentary review. 

Document Review  

The Document Review will be the principal method of selecting applicants for admission.  

Applicants may be rejected on the examination of their research plan and profile. 

Applicants will be notified of the results of their documentary review in March 2026 by email. 

Online Interview by Zoom 

An interview by SU academic staff with each applicant who passed the Document Review is 

scheduled to be conducted in March 2026 to determine the final candidates for admission. The 

time and date for the interviews are arranged by email. The interviews are conducted online 

(Zoom). Accordingly, if the applicant fails to reply to the email within the designated period, the 

applicant will be automatically disqualified for the interview. The interview may be waived for 

extraordinarily competent applicants who will receive notifications via email.  

 

［Important points concerning online interviews］ 

Please review and adjust your PC environment. You must prepare the following items for the 

interview and test your equipment and software together well before the interview. 

1)   Software: Zoom should be used for the interview unless otherwise specified. 

2) Internet connection: Broadband (i.e., high-speed Internet connectivity) is strongly 

recommended 

3)   Equipment: You need a built-in or separate web camera and microphone. 

4)  The interview is videorecorded by examiners. Videorecording will not be used for any 

purpose other than the examination. 

5)  Cheating or assisting in cheating, using electronic devices (smartphone, wearable device, 
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electronic dictionary, etc.) during the interview, or failing to follow instructions of examiners 

will result in disqualification. 

6)  If, after admission, it is discovered that fraudulent activities has been carried out, admission 

will be canceled, even in the event that the candidate has already matriculated to the 

university.  

Announcement of Final Results  

The results of the screening process are announced by email. The applicants who pass the final 

selections will be notified by email by no later than May 2026 with additional details to follow 

by e-mail. 

Admission Fee and Tuition 

Successful applicants must complete the admission procedure by e-mail by the designated date. 

Failure to do so is regarded as a withdrawal from the program. 

Incoming students must pay a full admission fee of 282,000 Japanese yen at the time of the 

admission procedure. 

 

［Notes］ 

1) The tuition for the first semester will be 267,900 yen (535,800 yen for the full year). The 

admission fee and tuition are for 2025 and are subject to change. Tuition is subject to change 

during the years of enrollment and the revised tuition must be paid from the time the change 

takes place.  

2) Tuition/Admission Fee Exemptions may be provided to a limited number of applicants in 

special cases. 

3) Further information will be provided to applicants who pass the final selections. 
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TOEFL / IELTS 

The official score report MUST reach us by February 2, 2026. 

1） The Official Score Report of the TOEFL test must be sent directly from the ETS to the SU. 

The official score report is different from the examinee score report sent to individual 

examinees. Please make sure you make arrangements early, using the following institutional 

codes, so the Official Score Report will arrive at SU by the deadline. The TOEFL 

administration offices in each country explain the procedure for requesting the official score 

report to be issued, the number of days required for issuing the official score report, etc., on 

their websites. Also, keep the Score Report Request Acknowledgement sent to you from the 

ETS after requesting the Official Score Report to be issued just in case the graduate school 

needs to verify the fact that you made a request to the ETS. 

Saitama U MEcon Pro   Institutional Code: 7673 

 

 

2） The IELTS Test Report Form must be sent directly from the IELTS administration office in 

each country to SU. The test report form is different from the one that is sent to applicants 

taking the IELTS. Please make sure you make arrangements early, so the test report form will 

arrive at SU by the deadline. The IELTS administration office in each country will explain 

the procedure for requesting the test report form to be issued, the number of days required for 

issuing the test report form, etc., on their website. Use the following address: 

Saitama U MEcon Pro   255 Shimo-Okubo, Sakura-ku, 

Saitama City 338-8570 

JAPAN 
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How to Pay the Application Fee 

Application Fee: 30,000 yen 

An early payment of the application fee is recommended. This fee must be received in Japan 

by February 2, 2026, or earlier. When making payments, fees may be applied. Any and all 

such fees are the responsibility of the applicant. 

If you are currently living in Japan, Payment Method 1 cannot be used. Instead, please use 

Payment Method 2. 

 

Payment Method 1: (For Applicants living outside Japan) 

Follow the instructions about“Flywire”included near the end of these guidelines and complete 

your payment.“ Flywire”is online payment system that is used by educational institutions around 

the world. 

When you have completed the payment procedures, print out the Payment Confirmation, and 

paste it onto the “Attachment sheet for the Application Fee Remittance Certificate” for submission 

with the application documents.  

Note: If payment is not made before the deadline, the application will be automatically canceled. 

In addition, it should be noted that this payment period is shorter for those who apply just before 

the application deadline.   

If you cannot pay by Flywire, please contact us at: mecon@gr.saitama-u.ac.jp 

 

Payment Method 2: (For applicants living in Japan) 

Please make a payment at a convenience store. Please see the guide “コンビニエンスストア

での入学検定料支払方法” at the end of these guidelines. Be sure to paste 取扱明細書/収納証

明書 onto the Attachment Sheet for Application Fee Remittance Certificate with the application 

documents. 
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Scholarship 

 

Ⅰ Government Scholarship 

 

1. Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO) Scholarship 

https://www.jasso.go.jp/en/index.html 

 

(1) Research Program for the MEXT Honor Scholarship for Privately Financed 

International Students  

The Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO) offers the Reservation Program for the 

MEXT Honors Scholarship for Privately Financed International Students (hereafter 

“Reservation Program for Honors Scholarship”) to students who attend a university or other 

institutions of higher education in Japan. In conjunction with this scholarship, JASSO 

sponsors a reservation program that sets aside scholarships for privately financed 

international students who enroll in a graduate school in Japan directly from overseas (i.e., 

applicants do not have to visit Japan before enrollment).  

 

Privately financed international students who enroll in SU’s or the MEcon Program MEET 

these criteria, although a scholarship is not always guaranteed.  

 

The Reservation Program for Honors Scholarship (graduate level) is paid monthly in the 

amount determined for that Japanese school year (April-March). This amount is subject to 

change each year. 

 

After a scholarship has been reserved for an applicant, it is awarded for a certain period 

based on the time that the applicant enrolls in a Japanese graduate school. For students 

enrolled in the MEcon Program in October 2026, the duration of the scholarship is six months, 

from October 2026 to March 2027. Students need to compete for the MEXT (regular) Honors 

Scholarships or other scholarships for privately financed international students during the 

subsequent period. 

 

All applications must be processed through SU. Direct applications by students will not 

be accepted. The application for the Reservation Program for Honors Scholarship must be 

made after matriculation. 
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［Important Points on Other Scholarships Related to the Reservation Program for 

Honors Scholarship］ 

The Reservation Program for Honors Scholarship cannot be awarded to students scheduled 

to receive one of the government or non-government/private scholarships. 

 

(2) MEXT Honors Scholarship for Privately Financed International Students  

Privately financed international students studying at SU are eligible to apply for the MEXT 

Honors Scholarship offered by JASSO. Applications for the scholarship should be made 

through SU. Please note that the JASSO scholarship is highly competitive. 

 

2. Foreign Government Scholarships 

Foreign government scholarships are available for those who are dispatched to Japan to 

study by the government of their home country. Please inquire about the relevant authority in 

your country for further details. 

 

Ⅱ MEcon Program Scholarships 

 
１．Economics Society Scholarship 

The Economics Society of Saitama University offers up to two international students 

enrolled in the MEcon program a scholarship covering the amount of the MEcon program 

tuition fees (in effect, a tuition waiver) for the two years of the course with regard to 

continued excellent academic performance. 

・You can apply for this Scholarship only if you apply for a tuition fee exemption during 

enrollement process. Once you have paid your tuition, you cannot request an exemption 

for that.  

・You have to apply for a tuition fee exemption every six months or a year after your 

enrollment. If you forget to do that, you will not be awarded the scholarship. Please note 

that we will not remind you of the application deadline. 

・ If you have any questions regarding a tuition fee exemption, please ask the Scholarship 

Support Section of the Student Support Division. 
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2. Partial Scholarship 

The Economics Society offers 200,000 yen to every first-year international student who 

matriculates in the MEcon program and moves to Japan from abroad, but only if they do not 

receive any support from any other scholarship covering their travel expenses.  

 

Ⅲ Non-Government and Private Scholarship 

 
Every year, approximately 30 private organizations award scholarships to students. Although 

both the number of recipients and the amount paid are limited, we proactively advertise and 

recommend international students for these private scholarships. 

 

For more information, check the website below: 

https://www.studyinjapan.go.jp/en/planning/by-style/pamphlet/ 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Study in Japan Unit, Information Service Division, Student Exchange Department 

Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO) 

2-2-1 Aomi, Koto-ku,  

Tokyo 135-8630 

JAPAN 

Tel: +81 3 (5520) 6111 

 

The Office of International Affairs 

Saitama University 

255 Shimo-Okubo, Sakura-ku,  

Saitama City 338-8570 

JAPAN 

Tel: +81 48(858)9061 

ryugaku@gr.saitama-u.ac.jp 
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1) Reservation Program for the MEXT Honors 

Scholarship 

Apply through SU after matriculation. See 

pages 18-19. 

1) JA
S

SO
 

2) MEXT Honors Scholarship Selection after enrollment. 

1) Foreign Government Scholarship 

2) Scholarship from private and non-governmental 

organizations in Japan. 

 

3) Scholarships from private and non-governmental 

organizations in your home country. 

Contact your home country's government as soon 

as possible if applying. 

Apply on your own after enrollment. 

Apply on your own. 

2) F
oreign

 G
overn

m
ent, 

P
rivate or N

on
- govern

m
en

tal 
O

rganization 

The following chart shows scholarships offered by JASSO (i.e., MEXT Honors Scholarships), foreign governments, or other 

organizations for privately financed international students. 
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Housing 

International House 

The International House is a quality housing complex for international students, researchers, 

faculty, and administrative staff of SU that aims to promote multicultural exchanges and mutual 

understanding. The commuting time to SU is five minutes on foot. The International House has 

furnished two rooms, family rooms, and single rooms with Internet connections. 

 

Applications to stay in the International House are accepted in July (moving in October) and 

January (moving in April). Those wishing to move into the International House should forward 

their applications to the Office of International Affairs. Please understand that because the number 

of rooms is limited, an application does not guarantee a room in the facility. The maximum 

allowed period of residency is one year. 

 

As of 2025, international students with Japanese government (Monbukagakusho: MEXT) or 

foreign government scholarships will be given priority in their housing applications for the 

International House. 

 

For more information and an application form, please visit the following website: 

https://en.saitama-u.ac.jp/studentlife/accommodation-for-international-students-2/ 

 

Visa 

If you are not a Japanese citizen or a permanent resident, you must hold a proper visa to stay 

in Japan. For those who need a student visa, the university will support your visa application by 

issuing a certificate of eligibility (COE) and other necessary documents. 

To obtain student visas, applicants must demonstrate that they have the financial means to support 

themselves as students in Japan. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Applicant Recommendation Form 

 
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, 

Saitama University 
 
 
 
 

Name of Applicant       

(Family) (First) (Middle) 

 
 
 
 

To the Recommender: The person named above has applied to our graduate school and has specified your name as an 
evaluator. Please evaluate this applicant’s academic ability, personal traits, and other relevant information. Please use this form 
for your evaluation, seal the evaluation in an envelope, and sign across the seal, and then return it directly to the applicant. The 
applicant will forward the application forms together with the confidential evaluation to the graduate school. To allow the 
applicant to submit a complete application within the application period, your prompt attention would be sincerely appreciated. 
Your evaluation will be kept strictly confidential by our office. 

 
 

Admissions Office, Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Saitama University 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Exceptional 

Top 5% 

Excellent 

Top 10% 

Very Good 

Top 25% 

Good 

Top 50% 

Below 

Below 50% 

Unable to 

Judge 

 
Academic Ability 

      

Analytical Ability 
      

Originality/Creativity 
      

Flexibility 
      

Ability to Communicate in English 
      

Ability to Write in English 
      

 
Ability to Work with Others 

      

Leadership 
      

 
Please continue on the reverse side. 



 
 

 

Applicant Recommendation Form 

Please describe the applicant’s special personal qualities and/or abilities. 

(If you were/are the applicant’s supervisor, please comment on his/her writing sample.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recommender’s Name in Full       

(Family) (First) (Middle) 
 

Relationship with Applicant       
 

Title       
 

Institution       
 

Present Address       
 

Telephone   E-mail 
 
 

Date   Signature       

DD / MM / YYYY 



 
 

Attachment Sheet for Application Fee Remittance Certificate 

 

 

 

 

経理確認欄 研究科受付欄 

  

 

埼玉大学大学院人文社会科学研究科(博士前期課程) 

Certificate should be pasted securely in this frame. 

For Official Use 



 
 

Check list before submission 

Please review and check the following list of required documents before submitting them.  

Submissions with incomplete documentation are immediately rejected, and the application fee is 

not refundable. 

Return this form by post, including your signature and the date of submission. 

 
1. Submission by Post   

□ Academic transcripts for undergraduate education 

□ Certificate of graduation (or prospective graduation) from an institute of higher education 

□ Documents showing other strengths related to academic works (e.g., command of the 
Japanese language) 
  If available, please submit these documents. 
 
□ Document validating your nationality and residence status 

□ Two Applicant Recommendation Forms (These forms must be sealed in an envelope with 
the writer’s seal or signature over the flap  

□ Application Fee Remittance Certificate 

□ Check list before submission (This list) 

 

2. Submission by e-mail 

□ Writing sample 

□ Application form 1（the attached file must be Excel form (not PDF)） 

□ Application form 2（the attached file must be Excel form (not PDF)） 

□ Application form 3（the attached file must be Excel form (not PDF)） 

 

3. Other documents 

□ English proficiency test scores such as TOFEL or IELTS score or university certificate. 

 →The score should be sent directly from the testing institution to Saitama University.   

Applicant’s Signature                           

Date of submission by post                  


